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Why is urine testing essential before ureteroscopy? 

If your test is not completed on time, your ureteroscopy may be canceled. 
Urine testing before ureteroscopy is not optional, it is critical!

Urine Testing Before Ureteroscopy: 
What You Need to Know

Before your kidney stone surgery (ureteroscopy), your doctor will ask
you to give a urine (pee) sample. 

Urine testing is a proven and effective way to look for bacteria in your
urine and reduces your risk of complications after ureteroscopy.
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UrinalysisUrinalysis

What it does: Identifies bacteria in your urine,
if present.

What it shows: If you have bacteria in your
urine and which type of antibiotic will work best
to treat it.

Timing: Results take up to 72 hours.

Urine Testing Before Ureteroscopy: 
What You Need to Know

What does the lab do with your urine?

What it does: Checks your urine for signs of
infection.

What it shows: Blood, bacteria, protein and
inflammation.

Timing: Results are usually ready the same day.

*Based on these results, a urine culture may be performed.

Urine CultureUrine Culture

What do your results mean?

Normal Results

No signs of infection. 
You can have your

ureteroscopy as planned. 

Bacteria were found in
your urine, but you do not

feel sick. This is called
asymptomatic bacteriuria.
Your doctor may prescribe
antibiotics before surgery.

This means you have a
urinary tract infection
(UTI). Your doctor will
prescribe antibiotics to

treat the infection before
your ureteroscopy.

Bacteria Found
Without Symptoms

Bacteria Found 
With Symptoms
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