
Follow-up After Kidney Cancer Surgery

Risk Category Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5

LABS

Low Risk
> 2 

lab tests

1-2 (for renal function: BMP, UA)

Intermediate Risk 1-2 (for renal function: BMP, UA)

High Risk 1-2  (for renal function and metastatic eval: CMP, UA)

ABDOMINAL
IMAGING

Low Risk
> 2

(for post-op
baseline and
recurrence)

1

Intermediate Risk 2 1

High Risk 2 1

CHEST
IMAGING

Low Risk 1
1

Intermediate Risk 2

High Risk > 2 2 1

Low Risk: pT1 Grade 1/2

Intermediate Risk: pT1 Grade 3/4; or pT2 any Grade

High Risk: pT3 any Grade; pT4; pN1; sarcomatoid/ rhabdoid;
and/ or macroscopic positive margin

Abdominal Imaging: To assess for post-op complications, renal
function, and/or recurrence; CT preferred; MRI if GFR <30;
consider US for de-escalating surveillance, poor renal function, 
MRI intolerance

Chest Imaging: CT preferred for HR, CXR for LR


