
Ureteroscopy (URS)
A small telescope/camera is inserted into the
bladder and urinary tract to look at the stone. 
Your urologist then breaks and/or removes your
stone with a laser.

Some pieces may pass in the urine over time as
well.

Shockwave Lithrotripsy (SWL)
A machine makes sound waves that break up
stones into smaller pieces from outside the
body. Pieces of stone are then passed in the
urine over time. 

SWL can treat most kidney stones, but
sometimes it is not recommended.
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This document is designed for adult patient education. 
Support for MUSIC is provided by Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan as part of the BCBSM Value

Partnerships program. Although Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan and MUSIC work collaboratively, the
opinions, beliefs and viewpoints expressed by the authors do not necessarily reflect the opinions,
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